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Commissioner for Patents
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RESPONSE TO REQUIREMENT FOR RESTRICTION AND SPECIES ELECTION

This paper responds to an Office action mailed from the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office on
June 2, 2005, in connection with the above-identified patent application.

The Examiner has required the Applicants to elect one of two perceived patentably distinct
groups of claims: Group I (claims 1-23, and 25-31), or Group II (claims 24 and 32). Applicants hereby
elect, without traverse, Group I (claims 1-23, and 25-31) drawn to methods of making a game ball and a
panel therefor, and reserve the right to pursue non-elected claims in one or more related applications.

In addition, the Examiner has identified two perceived patentably distinct species of the claimed
invention,

e Species A, in which the top layer is formed prior to forming the backing layer; and

e Species B, in which the backing layer is formed prior to forming the top layer.

In the event no generic claim is ultimately held to be allowable, Applicants hereby elect, with
traverse, the species in which the top layer is formed prior to forming the backing layer (Species A).
Claims of Group I readable on this species include claims 1-5, 8-23, and 25-31. Applicants respectfully
traverse the species election requirement insofar as a search for publications relating to any of the species
would reveal publications relating to any of the other species and, thus, would not impose a serious
burden on the Examiner. Accordingly, Applicants respectfully request that the species election be
withdrawn. Applicants reserve the right to pursue claims readable on any of the non-elected species in
one or more related applications if the species election requirements are maintained.

Applicants respectfully request that the application now proceed promptly to examination.
Applicants believe that no additional fees are necessitated by the present Response. However, in the
event that any additional fees are due, the Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any such fees to
Deposit Account No. 07-1700.
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